
 

 

Millennials Redefine First-Date Finances  

More than 6 in 10 say credit scores would impact their decision on a potential partner 

New York, NY – April 11, 2019 – Millennials are redefining financial expectations and are 

willing to have frank conversations about finances early on in romantic relationships, according 

to a new Bankrate.com report. For instance, 23- to 38-year-olds are nearly twice as likely as their 

elders to say they’d be comfortable discussing money-related topics such as salary, credit score, 

student loan or credit card debt on a first date (35% vs. 18%). Click here for more information: 

 

https://www.bankrate.com/personal-finance/smart-money/love-and-money-survey-april-2019/ 

 

When it comes to finding an ideal match, finances aren’t out of the equation, especially for 

Millennials; 62% say that knowing someone’s credit score could impact their interest in another 

date (compared to 51% of those who are older). Moreover: 

 

• Twelve percent of Millennials would have a major issue if their date earned significantly 

less or more than them. This compares to 6% and 3% of those who are older, 

respectively. 

• Millennials are more likely to expect to split the bill on a first date than any other 

generation (37% vs. 26% of those who are older). 

• On average, Millennials think $97 is an appropriate amount to spend on a first date, the 

highest of any generation.  

 

“Money can be a sore subject, but it tends to shed light on several important factors when 

considering a future partner,” says Amanda Dixon, analyst at Bankrate.com. “Poor credit and 

financial habits could be an indicator of deeper issues such as immaturity and irresponsibility. 

While it may seem taboo to talk about finances on the first date, don’t be so quick to swipe left 

on the money talk.” 

 

Men and women also differ on their financial beliefs, deal breakers and etiquette when it comes 

to dating. Men are more comfortable discussing money on a first date than women (28% vs. 

21%), while: 

 

• Women are more likely to say a potential suitor’s credit score would have a large impact 

during the dating vetting process (21% vs. 13%), and men are more likely to say it would 

have no impact (50% vs. 40%). 

• Less than 1 in 4 (24%) women would have no issue with their date making significantly 

less than them, compared to 44% of men. 

• 70% percent of men say they would pick up the first-date tab entirely, versus 7% of 

women who say they would foot the bill. Meanwhile, 54% of women expect their date to 

https://www.bankrate.com/personal-finance/smart-money/love-and-money-survey-april-2019/


pay, compared to just 10% of men. Women are twice as likely as men to opt to split the 

bill (40% vs. 20%). 

• Men estimate it’s appropriate to spend an average of $95 on a first date, while women 

estimate $80. 

 

Overall, most Americans would be uncomfortable discussing money on the first date (67%), 

where, on average, they would expect to spend $87. Fifty-five percent admit a credit 

confessional could send a date to the friend zone, including 1 in 6 (17%) who say it would have a 

significant impact. Only about one-third (34%) would have no issue dating someone who earned 

considerably less than them, while less than half (46%) would be completely fine if their date 

made significantly more than them. 

   

Methodology: 

 

Bankrate commissioned YouGov Plc to conduct the survey. All figures, unless otherwise stated, 

are from YouGov Plc. Total sample size was 1,221 adults. Fieldwork was undertaken on March 

25 – 26, 2019. The survey was carried out online. The figures have been weighted and are 

representative of all U.S. adults (aged 18+). 

 

About Bankrate.com:  

 

Bankrate.com provides consumers with the expert advice and tools needed to succeed throughout 

life's financial journey. For over two decades, Bankrate.com has been a leading personal finance 

destination. The company offers award-winning editorial content, competitive rate information, 

and calculators and tools across multiple categories, including mortgages, deposits, credit cards, 

retirement, automobile loans and taxes. Bankrate aggregates rate information from over 4,800 

institutions on more than 300 financial products. With coverage of over 600 local markets, 

Bankrate generates rate tables in all 50 U.S. states. 
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